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When considering what to share in a bio for you, the easy part was knowing what NOT to
share: social security number, weight, and details of my last confession! In short time, I
discovered I wanted to tell my story by sharing some of the highlights of my own encounters
with Christ. My story doesn’t include a bright light, a voice from heaven, and a fall to the
ground (although, I’ll admit my clumsiness has resulted in a fall or two in my life!), but I hope
that in my story, you will begin to recognize your own experiences of encountering Christ in
your journey.

We often encounter Christ in the people around us, and for me that began in my family. My
four brothers (Having four brothers also reminds me that we can encounter Christ in our
crosses!!) and I were fortunate to be raised by faith-filled parents who introduced us to a loving
God and sustained us in the nourishment that comes through deep sacramental life, putting
faith into action, and the joy of a family farm’s work and play. (There is no greater joy than
siblings together cutting thistles in the pastures!) I recall, too, our family sitting on the deck
gazing at stars or stopping to listen to the ripples in the creek – and knowing that God was
present. No doubt, God is also encountered in the beauty of His creation.

Believing I was called by God to teach, I headed off to college to major in elementary
education with a concentration in religious studies. (I didn’t have the language then to verbalize
it, but I was discovering that we encounter Christ when we listen to God’s call.) The twists and
turns of life are always fun, and I delight now in recalling that my student teaching assignment
was at none other than St. Columbkille Catholic School! In that assignment, I discovered I had
a knack for seeing good in every child I met – even in that child who . (You can fill in
that blank with your own description!) With that discovery, I also began a life-long journey of
finding goodness in every adult – even in that adult who . (I bet you already have a
description for that blank, too!) It is a journey; but it is so true that we can, and should,
encounter Christ in the goodness that is within each and every individual we meet.

Teaching at St. Mary Elementary School in Guttenburg, Iowa, after completing college,
revealed to me that God is encountered in community. This small community was filled with
children, parents, and co-workers whose goodness shone like the bright sun through their
kindness, community-spirit, and willingness to serve one another. The encounter of Christ in
community is a truly necessary aspect of our lived Catholic faith.

When I was asked to work at my home parish to oversee faith formation and liturgy (and years
after leaving the position returned to volunteer part time), I discovered the joy of encountering
Christ in parish liturgy and sacramental celebrations. My heart was moved deeply when I
participated more consciously in the liturgy, especially when it proclaimed truth in a way that
was beautiful and was celebrated through individuals I knew to be good. My parish community
became my extended family and revealed Christ to me in ways too numerous to count. This
extended family taught me that we encounter Christ with the joy of long-term commitment to
involvement in a parish community.



In my most recent position at the Education Resource Center at the Archdiocese of Dubuque, I
discovered the uniqueness of every individual’s encounter with Christ. Some of the patrons
(Perhaps you were one of them!) encountered Christ through a powerful video clip that left
them with stunned silence or joyful tears. (Staff had a skill for catching me every time I cried
while previewing the DVDs!!) Others encountered Christ as they grew in knowledge of the
Catholic faith through a borrowed study series. Many children encountered Christ through the
powerful witness of Totus Tuus missionaries that we trained and sent into parishes throughout
the Archdiocese. My co-workers and I encountered Christ in each other, in those we served,
and in the faith-discussions that came up in the midst of work or in the after-meeting “hallway
re-hash.” (Isn’t it amazing how the Holy Spirit often speaks best in the spontaneity of a hallway
encounter! The next time your boss catches you chatting in the hallway, you can let your boss
know you read this wisdom through the church bulletin – so it must be okay!)

Scattered in all of those experiences, I was encountering Christ in the Eucharist, in
Reconciliation, in the silence of prayer and in the voice of the Scriptures, in our Blessed
Mother’s love, in time spent with those who enriched my life in exchange for a small act of
mercy bestowed, in priests who shepherded me well, in the beauty of music as I practiced and
accompanied on the organ at parish liturgies, in the joy of laughter with fellow-pilgrims on this
journey of life, in learning to see God’s loving presence in the crosses of life, and even in
everyday tasks like cleaning bathrooms. (Yes, even in that!)

Taking the time to reflect on various ways I have encountered Christ throughout my life’s
journey has been meaningful for me. Perhaps your own reflection can be meaningful for you,
as well. How have you encountered Christ throughout your life? What is your story?

Hoping to meet you soon so that I can encounter Christ in you!

Tricia


